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whose Interests are supposed to be paramount, but Invariably aimed at squeezing
Indians out of their lawul pursuits in these farfluag parts of the British
Common-wealth, is being intensified day bv day. To these sore spots of the
British Empire, two more are now "likely to be added, Ceylon and Burma.
Within the brief space of this address, I can only deal with the most salient
features of these problems, and if I do not mention grievances of Indians
in other parts of the world, it may not t>6 presumed that they do not exist. The
history of Indians, in South Africa is a history of an anti-Indian, discriminatiory
legislation to which there seems no end. The principles of presidential and commer-
cial segregation, of which the Asiatic Land Tenure Act of the Union of South Africa
is but one example, continues to prevail with the same persistence. The Union
Slumb Act is another example. Differential treatment in matters of trading licenses
is meted out to Indians in Natal and the Transvaal. Acquisition of Immovable pro-
perty in the Transvaal by Indians is forbidden except in certain unfavourable loca-
tions, and they are subjected to the rigorous provisions of the Gold Law. Even now
efforts are made by those opposed to Indian aspirations further to restrict the eco-
nomic and social privileges of Indians. One sees no hope in the near future of see-
ing our brethren in this part of the Empire relieved of the disabilities which the in-
genuity of the white settler has, during the last two decades and more, imposed oil
them in the shape of legislative and administrative discrimination.

"We, however, welcome the Transvaal Asiatic Land Tenure Amendment Act
(1936) giving Indians some rights of ownership in certain mining areas. The one re-
deeming feature of this situation was the recent good-will delegation to India who
have carried with them happy memories of their sojourn here, we trust the resul-
ing sympathy will help them to plead for the removal of the apparent disabilities of
anti-Indian "legislation which has neither the sanctity of equity, nor the basis of
logic and not even the saving grace of honest concern for the native interest.

"Kenya Colony is another big problem. I need not go into the fall details of dis-
putes on all issues relating to franchise, segregation, grants and transfers in the High-
lands or the control of immigration. But I desire to draw your attention to the legis-
lation passed by the Kenya Government in the teeth of opposition from the Kenya.
Indian community which ostensibly seeks to improve the quality of stable commodi-
ties of the Colony and regulate the payment in cash to the native producer. This is
commercial discrimination against Indians in a new guise. The real object is to res-
trict trading activities by a licensing and marketing system, so that transactions in.
specified commodities could be entered into only by licensed dealers, and that too at
appointed places only. There is absolute discretion vested in, the officials as to the
grant of licenses, and an Indian injured by a refusal of license has no right of
redress.

"Coming to Zanzibar, you are all aware how the six anti-Indian decrees of June
1934, rushed through the legislature of the Zanzibar Protectorate within fourteen
days, had drastically affected the fortunes of 14,600 Indians dependent on the clove
trade. Briefly, the effect of that discriminatory legislation is to oust Indians from
the clove trade by the imposition of a heavy license fee ranging from Rs. 2,000
upwards by creating the Clove Growers' Association by regulating clove exports, and
thus monopolising the clove trade in the hands of a few fortunate Europeans. Added
to this is the prohibition of land rlienation. So far the relations of the Arab
cultivators and Indian traders were friendly. The legislation was undertaken with
the ostensible object of preventing transfer of land from the Arab cultivator to the
Indian non-agriculturist. The Bartlett-Last Report on which the decrees have been
based declared that the alienation was so alarming that agricultural interests of the
Protectorate would be affected. It is Interesting to note that a commission with aa
official majority, presided over by the Chief Justice has since then held that there
is no foundation for that rinding. There has also been a moratorium in force for
two years, preventing Indians from foreclosing. The situation now is that the Binder
Inquiry has been instituted to examine the effect of this legislation on Indians.

with regard to the Fiji Islands, which have an Indian population of 79,000, we
find the same story repeated in a different form. In 1929, by Letters Patent* the
Fiji Legislative council was established. Three Indian members demanded a oo
electoral roll, and resigned when the request was not conceded. In 1932, there
a fresh election when two Indians entered the Council but resigned on t&e
issaa Now under the new Constitution, the Fizi Council will be coBagosed
members, in which there will be an official block of 16, the remaining & &
seats being divided equally between Indian, Fijians and Europeans*,

